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Important
Dates

Every Friday is Fitness Friday!
September 16th, 2019 - Book Fair begins

September 18th, 2019 - Half Day & Open House 5-7PM
September 21, 2019 (Rain Date 9/22/19) -The Gathering (Grand Street)

September 24th, 2019- PTO Meeting at 5:30
September 25th, 2019 - Half Day

October 1st, 2019 - Family Reading Night 5:30-7:30
October 9th, 2019 -Believe Kids Fundraiser starts

 



 P R I N C I P A L ' S
C O R N E R

 

Welcome back! 
We are off to another great start to the school year.  Our annual
 ice cream social family night that took place on August 29th was

 well attended with over 230 families and friends. Open house will 
take place on Wednesday, September 18th from 5:00 –7:00. 

Dismissal will be at 12:00 that day.  Please sign up for an hour 
session with your child’s teacher. This is an information night. 
We encourage meetings and communication with your child’s

teacher. If you have any questions or concerns, we will meet or speak
with you as soon as possible. Working together increases student

achievement.  We do ask that you please provide your child’s teacher
24 hour advanced notice when wanting to meet with them.  We look

forward to a productive and successful school year.  We have several
family events planned throughout the year and we encourage you to

attend and to get involved with our PTO to volunteer.  If we can be of
any assistance to you please feel free to call the school, our doors are

always open.
  

Best, 
Karen Renna, Principal
Kristen Gwiazdoski, Vice Principal
 



Pre-Kindergarten

 

 M R S .  M A U C E R I  A N D  M R S .  P R O M O T I C O
 

Gross Motor time gives the
children the outside time they
need to exercise their bodies and
supports growth and learning. In
addition, the children have a daily
special of Library, Music, Tech.
Ed., Art, and Gym to help foster
and support the development of
the “whole child”. This month we
will get to know our students and
assess what they know as we
administer the D.I.A.L. test and
observe them as they engage in
self-choice center play. A few
reminders…-   September 17th is
Open House from 5-7 and early
dismissal at 12:00 (11:50 for Pre-
K)-   September 21st is the
Gathering Downtown Waterbury-
  September 24th Professional
Development and early dismissal
at 12:00 (11:50)-   Please
remember to pack a healthy
snack and drink for your child
everyday-Breakfast is available
from 8:15-8:35-   Dismissal is at
2:30pm…. don’t forget your pink
Pre-K sign for your windshield (if
you need another, please let us
know)Please join our classrooms
as a parent volunteer in your free
time!

We are off to a great start! We have
begun to implement our new
curriculum, “Creative Curriculum”, in
which the beginning of the school year
focus is social/emotional health and
well-being. During the first several
weeks of the year, we will be busy
supporting the children as they say
goodbye to their families, make new
friends, become familiar with the
classroom and school routines, and
learn to find comfort in being a
member of the classroom community
while maintaining a secure connection
to home. During our Circle Time we will
enjoy singing songs, music and
movement, and learning new skills like
recognizing our names, letters, colors,
shapes, how many syllables in our
name and counting. Choice Time
encourages the children to learn new
skills imbedded in play as they freely
explore the many learning centers
throughout our classrooms.



Kindergarten

Our Carrington Kindergarteners are doing a
great job learning the routines of their
classrooms.  They have had guided tours of
the school to familiarize themselves with
different areas such as the gym, cafeteria,
office, nurse, etc. They have also been going
over school rules and expectations.  We are
excited to see their growth as they learn how
a Carrington School Cougar “ROARS”:
Respectful, On-task, Accountable,
Responsible, Safe.In ELA we have started to
identify, form, and make the sounds of the
letters t, b, f, n, m, u, and i with our friend
“Echo”, the owl.  We have also been reading
books and telling stories to identify the
characters, setting, and events.  Please
practice handwriting with your child at home
and remember to follow the instructions in
the “Fundations” packets you’ve been
receiving.In Math, we are counting everything
from bears, to snacks, to the number of steps
we take.  We are also identifying colors,
numbers and shapes.  Practice counting and
writing numerals at home, as well. Please try
to attend Open House on September 18th
from 5-7 p.m. so we can tell you all about our
Kindergarten classrooms, routines, and
curriculum.

M R S . B A K E R  A N D  M R S .  R I G G I

 

First Grade

We are off to a great start. Looking
forward to making great memories
this year in first grade. There will be
a fall field trip coming up. Please
remember to send a small healthy
snack to school and that shoe laces
are double knotted.Reading &
Language Arts-First grade students
are using letter patterns to help
them read and write new words. We
are then using the words to
construct complete sentences.
Students are learning the important
features of print including space,
direction, word order, and always
including proper punctuation and
capitalization.In Reading, we are
focusing on Story Elements and
strategies that good readers use to
understand/comprehend what the
author has written. MClass testing
begins September 16. Please read a
book to your child every night!Math-
The first grade students are using
models (circle drawings, objects, and
equations) to explore addition and
subtraction within 10.

M R S .  V A R H O L A K  A N D  M R S . W E E D



Second Grade

Welcome to Second Grade! We have
been very busy getting acquainted with
new teachers, friends, and expectations.
We are using ClassDojo as means of
communicating with families by making
announcements, reminders, homework,
behavior tracking, and sending/receiving
messages. Students are excited about
earning enough Dojo Points to become
a V.I.P.! We started the year with an
exciting science unit…ENGINEERING!
Our students have been very interested
in exploring the 5 steps of the design
process! Define a Problem, Plan and
Build, Test and Improve, Redesign, and
Communicate! We’ve begun exploring
Wonders in language arts. We are
focusing on asking and answering
questions about key details in a text to
better understand what we are reading. 
 

M R S .  P A L M E R  A N D  M S .  B O I V I N

 

We have been collecting, analyzing,
and organizing data to make picture
and bar graphs in math. We are also
working on knowing our partners of
ten automatically. Second graders
are super excited about getting to
use i-Ready!  i-Ready is an engaging,
computer-based math program that
allows each student to work at
his/her pace and work on his/her
individual focuses. We will be
sending home information on how to
use i-Ready at home. We will be
having our Beginning of the Year
Benchmark Assessment in Reading
and Math Diagnostic. Both of these
assessments will allow us to pinpoint
specific instructional focuses for
each student. We believe that
reading nightly for 20 minutes allows
the students to practice the skills we
learn at school as well as become
exposed to so many new words!
Practicing reading makes us better
readers! Happy reading! We also
encourage each student to practice
partners of ten nightly!  Please initial
your child’s Homework & Peak chart
nightly as well as log into ClassDojo
to see how your child’s day went and
if there are any new announcements
that have been posted.



Third Grade

Numeracy in third grade begins in
September with exploring time to the
minute using both analog and digital
clocks.  Students are also introduced to
multiplication as repeated addition
using equal groups with concrete
manipulatives.   Third graders will begin
their use of IReady, an online
individualized program of math
instruction.  Students will use our
Wonders literacy program to explore the
fantasy, realistic fiction, narrative
nonfiction, and biography
genres. Parents, please remember to
sign up for the Remind app.  Paperwork
was sent home on this for your review. 
 Also, since we have many students with
food allergies, please send in only store
bought baked goods so that we can
easily refer to ingredient labels for
safety purposes.  Baked goods without
nuts are the safest choice.
 

M S .  C I C C O N E  A N D  M R .  G A G N O N

 

Fourth Grade

Hello Readers!We hope you all had a
great summer! Currently, fourth
grade is learning about place value
and rounding in math and
engineering and technology in
science. In reading, we're learning
about where good ideas come from
and how our actions can affect
others. We encourage to have your
child read for at least 20 minutes
every night to help increase their
fluency. Looking forward to a
productive year!

M S .  H A N L E Y  A N D  M S .  J O H N S O N



Fifth Grade

This month students will be solving addition
and subtraction word problems involving
fractions and mixed numbers with unlike
denominators.  Students will solve these
problems using multiple strategies such as
finding the least common denominator
through multiplication, area models and
number lines.  Also, students will begin to
read and write decimals to the thousandths
place. Students will utilize base ten blocks
and place value charts to help understand the
concept.  Please check students homework
calendar to make sure homework is getting
done daily.In Language Arts we are beginning
to work in our small groups to improve our
reading fluency and comprehension.
Beginning of the year fluency testing will
begin on September 16, where we will find
out how many words per minute students are
able to read. Mr. Mollengarden’s class will be
going on a 5-day field trip to Starbase from
September 17 through September 24.
Students will learn about many different
aspects of science and conduct experiments
throughout the week.
 

M R .  C A R O S E L L A  A N D  M R .  M O L L E N G A R D E N

 



Sixth Grade ELA

 

M R S .  T O M A

Middle School
Sixth Grade Math
M R .  B R A U L T  -  M A T H

 

Students in grade six will be learning about
ratios in math. They will learn how to write
ratios and convert ratios into rates and
unit rates.  Students will then focus on
solving problems involving ratios and unit
rates. Students will also learn about
percentages and how to solve problems
with percentages.

Sixth Grade Science
M R .  B R A U L T  -  S C I E N C E

Students will begin to study ecosystems
 in Science.  They will learn about the
components of an ecosystem and how
they impact each other. They will learn
about predator prey relationships and 
how there needs to be a balance in nature.

Students seem to be adjusting well to
middle school. This year in ELA students
will be utilizing a reading program called
Study Sync. It is both a print and digital
program that is fully aligned with the
Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts. The program has 4 Core
ELA Units. Our 1st unit is called Turning
points. In this unit, students will explore
life-changing events from a variety of
perspectives, as they read fiction,
memoirs, nonfiction narratives, articles,
autobiographies, and poetry. We will be
working on the following reading skills for
the month: point of view, central or main
idea, and textual evidence. For Language
skills we will be working with sentence
fragments, subjects and verbs, and types
of sentences. Students will be required to
read 20 minutes each night and complete
a reading log that will be do every Friday.
They will also have homework weekly
reinforcing skills we are working on at
school. If you have any questions or
concerns, please reach out to me via
email, phone, or remind app. All of that
information was sent home at the
beginning of school year.



Seventh Grade 
Social Studies

Middle School
Seventh Grade ELA

 

M R S .  B R O T M A N

 

 

M R .  H E R N A N D E Z -  M A T H

The Module Title we are currently
working on is titled Number Systems
and the Conceptual Lens is called
Integer Computations. In this module
the students will be learning about
integer computation,
terminating decimals, repeating
decimals, and multiple ways to employ
them in
describing real-world situations and
finding solutions to the problems
posed by
these circumstances.

Seventh Grade Math

7th grade Geography will be
studying the foundations of
geography.  The class will focus on
geographical terms, analysis of
maps, the five of themes of
geography. In 7th grade Social
Studies class, we will be discussing
the events of 9/11 as well as the
aftermath of these events.

M R .  T H O M A S

 

Seventh and Eighth
Grade Reading
 

 

7th and 8th grade Reading classes
are focusing on reviewing annotating
strategies;  and will be starting our
Study Syn online reading program
this week.  Skills focus will be
identifying and analyzing central
(main) idea.

 

M R S .  S A R L O

Students have completed their first
writing assignment, and are
conducting peer reviews in Google
Classroom.  In StudySync, we have
started unit one: In Pursuit.  In this
unit, we will learn about and
discuss how to go about
accomplishing our goals through
exploring text excerpts such as The
Hobbit, The Call of the Wild, and
Apollo 13.  In ELA, we will be using
these texts as models to practice
informative writing, writing with a
thesis statement, and writing for an
audience and purpose.



Eighth Grade ELA
 

 

Middle School

 

M R .  H E R N A N D E Z -  M A T H

The Module Title we are currently
working on is titled Expressions and
Equations (Exponents) and the
Number System. The Conceptual
Lens is called the Exponential
Exploration. In this unit, we are
working with negative numbers,
irrational numbers, and scientific
notation.

Eighth Grade Math
Seventh and Eighth
Grade Science

The year has gotten off to a great
start.  The grade 7 students are
studying the scientific method,
measuring, and using instruments. 
The grade 8 students are reviewing
skills and will begin a unit studying
force, inertia and motion.

M R S .  F O R D

Eighth Grade 
Social Studies
M R .  T H O M A S

8th grade U.S. History will begin
studying the period of pre-
colonization of North America and
the 13 British colonies.  In 8th grade
Social Studies class, we will be
discussing the events of 9/11 as well
as the aftermath of these events.

This month, students are working on
unit one in StudySync: "Suspense!" 
In this unit, we will be using model
texts, short stories, and story
excerpts such as "The Monkey's
Paw," "Sorry, Wrong Number," and
Cujo to explore how authors
incorporate suspense in their
writing.  By the end of this month,
students will conduct research on
suspenseful stories and various
media types.  Students will write
their own stories or screenplays
incorporating what they have
learned about suspense.

M R S .  B R O T M A N



Essential Skills
Secondary Essential Skills

 

In September students in the
secondary essential skills class will be
learning the following.Color : red  ;   
 Shape : circle; Number : 1;   Texture :
soft Position: in/out ;   Animal : dog  ; 
 Feeling : happy. They will learn about
the 5 senses and the body parts
associated with them (eyes, ears,
mouth, nose and hands) They will
explore items with different size
(large/small), shape and colors,
different sounds, different taste,
scents, and textures.They will learn
about safety: identifying their names,
addresses and phone numbers.
Practice fire drill, shelter in place and
lockdown procedures. They will also
identify community helpers (fireman,
police officer, nurse,etc) They will
follow classroom routine of washing
hands before meals to wash germs
away before they eat.In addition to
these, the students will continue to
work on their IEP goals and objectives
developed at their PPTs.

 

M R S .  M C C U L L O C H ’ S  E S S E N T I A L  S K I L L S

Elementary Essential Skills

 

M S .  B A R B O S A ' S  E S S E N T I A L  S K I L L S  C L A S S

This month in Essential Skills we will
be learning about our classroom
routines and all about our new
friends.  We are reading books about
school and the Kissing Hand.  We are
working on identifying animals.  Our
shape of the month is Circle and the
Color of the month is Red.  The
Number of the month is 1. We are
working very hard on our individual
objectives



Speech and Language

 

M I S S  G E A R I -  S P E E C H - L A N G U A G E  P A T H O L O G I S T

Related Service
Personnel 

Students who receive speech and
language services will receive an
annual hearing screening during the
month of September. Elementary
students are working on increasing
receptive and expressive language
skills, including vocabulary and
sentence formulation. Middle school
students are working on using
conjunctions during speaking and
writing tasks. Articulation, or sound
production, is also a target of
intervention.

 

Reading Department

 

M R S .  T H O M P S O N ,  L I T E R A C Y  F A C I L I T A T O R
M R S .  C A V A N A U G H ,  R E A D I N G  T E A C H E R

English as a Second
Language

 

Welcome back!  We are eager to be
learning to construct meaning from
the materials we read.  Our goal is to
make accurate use of Standard
English to communicate in grade
appropriate speech and writing.
I have sent home yellow letters with
my contact number and email
address in case you need to contact
me! Please remember that we are
“all” English language learners!

The beginning of year benchmark testing will be taking place during the
weeks of 9/16/19 and 9/27/19 for each student in grades k-5.  Your

child’s scores will be sent home to keep you aware of his/her academic
performance.  Small group instruction has begun taking place based on
each student's individual needs.  Our reading tutors are back and have
begun servicing students.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any

questions regarding your child’s reading performance.

MRS. MADERA



 

Special Education

Welcome Back to School!!!  I am Mrs.
Guisti, the Middle School Special
Education Teacher.  I will be helping
to support students in grades 6-8
that have Individualized Educational
Plans (IEPs) in the areas of reading,
math, and everything in between.  It
is a part of my job to help support
the classroom teachers and parents.  
Please feel free to communicate with
me via school email.  My email
address is the following:
kguisti@waterbury.k12.ct.us.  I am
excited to be working with your child
and family this year.

Special Education
Grades 6-8

 

M R S .  G U I S T I

Special Education
Grades PreK-5

 

M R S . D E L A N E Y  A N D  M R S  C A N C E L L A R O

We would like to welcome all of our
students back to school hoping that
each student had a fun summer!  We
have been busy collaborating with
teachers, and assessing our
students, to determine their needs
for better instruction.



Specials
 Music

 

M R S .  D O O L A N

The students in music classes are
learning about vocal techniques:
bringing the head voice down, breath
support, good posture, and tone
quality.  The younger grades are
learning Steady Beat with lumi sticks
and egg shakers .  The older grades
are learning about Harmony singing
in arounds.  As part of the school
curriculum, instrumental music is
offered on a weekly basis to grades 5
through 8.  Students who practice,
and show progress will become
members of the school band. The
following instruments are taught: 
Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet,  
Baritone  and Percussion.  All
students must purchase a method
book for their instrument. 
Instruments can be rented at
Westbury Music in Watertown or
Family Music in Waterbury.

Library Media

 

M S . C A L A B R O

 All students have reviewed routines of
the library. Our young learners are
enjoying stories in the library. Our
middle grades are learning how pick
the perfect book and how to properly
take care of books. The middle
schoolers are getting acclimated with
Google Classroom. Grades 6-8 will be
using Google Classroom for many of
their assignments in the library. Book
circulation will start the week of
September 9th. Students will be able
to check out books every other week.
The Scholastic Book Fair will be open
during the open house on September
18th! Please feel free to email me if
you have any questions
Mcalabro@waterbury.k12.ct.us


